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CCA Mission Trip Proposal 
 
When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his 
place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. “You call me 
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set 
you an example that you should do as I have done for you. Very truly I tell you, no 
servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent 
him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. John 13:12-17 
 
This proposal is designed to communicate the purpose, details, and needs pertaining to CCA’s 
seven-day mission trip to Guatemala hosted by HELPS International. 
 

Purpose for Mission Trip 
 

 
 
Rural Guatemalans face health risks every day, in their own homes and schools. The open fires 
traditionally used for cooking inside homes lead to devastating respiratory problems and severe 
burns. At especially high risk are children under age 5, for whom acute respiratory infection is the 
leading cause of death. Meanwhile, with sixty percent of disease in Guatemala waterborne, 
millions lack access to clean drinking water. 
 
HELPS International is working across Guatemala to improve infrastructure with a line of high-
quality, low-cost products designed and tested to meet the needs of rural families. 
Their patented ONIL stove and water filters are making homes safer and healthier.  Working with 
partners like Cementos Progreso, they are dramatically reducing health problems and cutting the 
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time Guatemalan families spend collecting firewood. That means more time in school and 
earning income, especially for women and girls. 
 
Kristi Lichtenberg was introduced to Stephen Miller through Damon Berry of Park Cities Baptist 
Church. It was through this introduction the idea to raise funds to send a missions team consisting 
of CCA students, staff, and potentially a volunteer to serve a week in Guatemala came to life. 

 
 

Cornerstone Crossroads Academy 
 

To date the students of 
Cornerstone Crossroads Academy 
have collectively completed 1,120 
hours of community service 
throughout the Dallas area. Over 
the years, service has become a 
part of our school’s DNA. What was 
once only deemed as a 
requirement to remain enrolled in 
school has now become a way our 
students express thanksgiving for 
all of the wonderful things we get 
to experience together as a CCA 
family and in life! When it comes to 
serving our motto is Learning to 
Serve, Serving to Learn. These two 

phrases sum up the heart behind our desire to expose our students to global missions. Through 
service we learn the heart and mind of Christ. In the verses mentioned above, we witness one of 
Jesus’ final acts with his disciples. He not only tells them but explains to them the importance of 
service. In Matthew 20:28 we read Jesus telling his disciples that he did not come to be served 
but to serve. 
 
There are many opportunities to live out these verses right here in South Dallas. As a result, we, 
the staff, have been very strategic in encouraging our students to serve our community. We feel 
our students should also get the opportunity to experience a global view of God’s word through 
short term global missions. To experience with their very own eyes another culture amid serving 
is an experience like no other. We want to help put on our students’ heart those who are on 
God’s heart: the world (John 3:16). 
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Stephen Miller is the founder and president of HELPS International. Although he serves as an 
unpaid volunteer, he has led the organization since 1984, impacting the lives of more than a 
million people in the developing world. Their four focus service areas are agriculture, community 
development, education, and health care. Through their services HELPS has managed to reach 
these philanthropic benchmarks:  
 

• 4,000 Farming families have more disposable income. 
• 250,000 Homes and schools have clean air and water. 
• 475 Students have access to better education and job opportunities. 
• 275,000 Patients have received surgery and preventive health care. 

 
Trip Details 

• 7 days 
• Direct flight from DFW to Guatemala 
• The teams are accompanied by the HELPS Program Director and a Sponsoring family and 

security in Guatemala is provided by military guards. Guatemala is considered to be a 
very safe environment for mission teams at this time.  

• Mission team will work in small teams of 4 installing ONIL stoves in rural Guatemala 
• There will be time for either a morning or nightly lesson (Because what’s an awesome 

school trip without an awesome school lesson or two). 
• The last day will be spent in the “city.” 

 
Attendees 
We are planning to take 8 students and 4 adult chaperones. 
 
Costs & Items Needed 
Mission groups purchase the stoves they plan to install. Stoves are $250 each. Given we are 
bringing mostly teens and young adults, it’s been predicted that our group will install 15 stoves 
a day for 5 days. This comes out to $20,000. HELPS has already received $12,000 toward this 
portion of the trip. We have also received $5,000 from Gateway Community Church. 
 
We are now looking to raise $34,550 to cover the remaining expenses for the mission trip. The 
exact cost is to be determined and is primarily contingent upon airfare costs. 
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 Per Individual For Students For Entire Team Total 
Airfare/Hotel $2500  12 $30,000 

OVIL Stoves $250  75 $18,750 
Passports $110 8  $880 
Passport Photo $15 8  $120 
2 T-shirts $25  12 $300 
Clothing for 
Students 

 8  $1500 

Grand Total    $51,550 
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